MASSABESIC HIGH SCHOOL
RSU 57 prepares respectful, responsible and creative thinkers for success in the
Global Community.
Course

Credit

Course

Credit

Creative Writing

Fine Arts
1.0

Information Technology Applications

Elective
Credit 0.5

Media Literacy

Fine Arts
0.5

Principles of Technology Applications

Elective
Credit 0.5

Art Appreciation

Fine Arts
1.0

**Introduction to Health Science

Elective
Credit 0.5

Music Appreciation

Fine Arts
1.0

Intermediate Health Science

Elective
Credit 0.5

Psychology

Elective Principles of Health Science
Credit 1.0

Elective
Credit 1.0

*Financial Literacy

Elective **Business Applications
Credit 0.5

Elective
Credit 0.5

*Mathmatics of Personal Finance

Elective Intro to Business and Marketing
Credit 1.0

Elective
Credit 0.5

*Probability and Statistics

Elective Intermediate Business and
Credit 0.5 Marketing

Elective
Credit 0.5

Multicultural Studies

Elective **College and Career Preparation 1
Credit 0.5

Life Skills
0.5

Sociology

Elective **College and Career Preparation 2
Credit 0.5

Life Skills
0.5

* With Admin and Department Head approval student may take course as a Math Credit instead of
Elective.
** These are the only courses Freshman may take.
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Course Descriptions
Creative Writing
Creative Writing is an English elective course that focuses on the exploration of short fiction and
poetry, culminating in a written portfolio that includes one revised short story and three to five
polished poems. Students draft, revise, and polish fiction and poetry through writing exercises,
developing familiarity with literary terms and facility with the writing process as they study elements
of creative writing. Elements of fiction writing explored in this course include attention to specific
detail, observation, character development, setting, plot, and point of view. In the poetry units,
students learn about the use of sensory details and imagery, figurative language, and sound
devices including rhyme, rhythm and alliteration. They also explore poetic forms ranging from found
poems and slam poetry to traditional sonnets and villanelles.
Media Literacy
Media Literacy teaches students how to build the critical thinking, writing, and reading skills required
in a media-rich and increasingly techno-centric world. In a world saturated with media messages,
digital environments, and social networking, concepts of literacy must expand to include all forms of
media. Today's students need to be able to read, comprehend, analyze, and respond to nontraditional media with the same skill level they engage with traditional print sources. A major topic in
Media Literacy is non-traditional media reading skills, including how to approach, analyze, and
respond to advertisements, blogs, websites, social media, news media, and wikis. Students also
engage in a variety of writing activities in non-traditional media genres, such as blogging and
podcast scripting.
Art Appreciation
Art Appreciation is a survey of the history of Western visual arts, with a primary focus on painting.
Students begin with an introduction to the basic principles of painting and learn how to critique and
compare works of art. Students then explore prehistoric and early Greek and Roman art before they
move on to the Middle Ages. Emphasis is placed on the Renaissance and the principles and
masters that emerged in Italy and northern Europe. Students continue their art tour with the United
States during the 20th century, a time of great innovation as abstract art took center stage. While
Western art is the course's primary focus, students will finish the course by studying artistic
traditions from Africa, Asia, Oceania, and the Americas.
Music Appreciation
Music Appreciation is a streamlined course that introduces student to the history, theory, and genres
of music, from the most primitive surviving examples, through the classical to the most
contemporary in the world at large. The course is offered in a two-semester format: The first
semester covers primitive musical forms, classical music, and American jazz. The second semester
presents the rich modern traditions, including: gospel, folk, soul, blues, Latin rhythms, rock and roll,
and hip-hop.
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Psychology
Psychology provides a solid overview of the field's major domains: methods, biopsychology,
cognitive and developmental psychology, and variations in individual and group behavior. By
focusing on significant scientific research and on the questions that are most important to
psychologists, students see psychology as an evolving science. Each topic clusters around
challenge questions, such as “What is happiness?” Students answer these questions before, during,
and after they interact with direct instruction.
Financial Literacy
Financial Literacy helps students recognize and develop vital skills that connect life and career
goals with personalized strategies and milestone-based action plans. Students explore concepts
and work toward a mastery of personal finance skills, deepening their understanding of key ideas
and extending their knowledge through a variety of problem-solving applications. Course topics
include career planning; income, taxation, and budgeting; savings accounts, checking accounts,
and electronic banking; interest, investments, and stocks; cash, debit, credit, and credit scores;
insurance; and consumer advice on how to buy, rent, or lease a car or house.
Mathematics of Personal Finance
Mathematics of Personal Finance focuses on real-world financial literacy, personal finance, and
business subjects. Students apply what they learned in Algebra I and Geometry to topics including
personal income, taxes, checking and savings accounts, credit, loans and payments, car leasing
and purchasing, home mortgages, stocks, insurance, and retirement planning. Students then extend
their investigations using more advanced mathematics, such as systems of equations (when
studying cost and profit issues) and exponential functions (when calculating interest problems).
Multicultural Studies
Multicultural Studies is a one-semester elective history and sociology course that examines the
United States as a multicultural nation. The course emphasizes the perspectives of minority groups
while allowing students from all backgrounds to better understand and appreciate how race, culture
and ethnicity, and identity contribute to their experiences. Major topics in the course include identity,
immigration, assimilation and distinctiveness, power and oppression, struggles for rights,
regionalism, culture and the media, and the formation of new cultures.
Sociology
Sociology examines why people think and behave as they do in relationships, groups, institutions,
and societies. Major course topics include individual and group identity, social structures and
institutions, social change, social stratification, social dynamics in recent and current events, the
effects of social change on individuals, and the research methods used by social scientists.
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Information Technology Applications
Information Technology Applications prepares students to work in the field of Information
Technology. Students will be able to demonstrate digital literacy through basic study of computer
hardware, operating systems, networking, the Internet, web publishing, spreadsheets and database
software. Through a series of hand-on activities, students will learn what to expect in the field of
Information Technology and begin exploring career options in the field.
Principles of Information Technology
Principles of Information Technology prepares students to succeed in the workplace. Students begin
by establishing an awareness of the roles essential to an organization's success, and then work to
develop an understanding of professional communications and leadership skills. In doing so,
students gain proficiency with word processing, email, and presentation management software.
Students will also be able to demonstrate digital literacy through basic study of computer hardware,
operating systems, networking, the Internet, web publishing, spreadsheets and database software.
This course allows students to explore careers in information technology and business while
learning skills applicable to any professional setting. Through a series of hands-on activities,
students will create, analyze, and critique reports, letters, project plans, presentations, and other
professional communications. Students will learn what to expect in the field of Information
Technology and begin exploring career options in the field. Regular engagement in active learning
ensures students can continually refine the skills necessary to prepare them for work. In addition,
students will evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers so they can identify
opportunities that are of interest to them.
Introduction to Health Science
Introduction to Health Science provides the foundational knowledge and skills students need for
careers in health care. Students begin by exploring the services, structure, and professions of the
health care system. The remainder of the course focuses on day-to-day skills and expectations for
health professionals, which include promoting wellness, maintaining a safe environment, creating
medical records, and practicing good communication, collaboration, and leadership.
Using real-life scenarios and application-driven activities, students learn the responsibilities and
challenges of being health care professionals. In addition to building their understanding of technical
concepts and skills, students evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers and develop
personal career plans to pursue work in the health care industry.
Intermediate Health Science
Intermediate Health Science extends the foundations of the Introduction to Health Science course
and covers basic medical science, terminology, procedures, and regulations. This course will help
guide students toward choosing a specific career path in health services, including career paths in
emergency medicine, nutrition, and alternative medicine.
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Using real-life scenarios and application-driven activities, students will extend their knowledge of
oral and written communication in health science. Students will have an overview of physiology and
medical measurements. Students will also synthesize learning from the Introduction to Health
Science course by engaging in analysis of real-life scenarios and deepen their knowledge of various
career options. In addition, students will expand their understanding of health and safety systems,
how to address emergency situations, and deal with infection control issues.
Principles of Health Science
Principles of Health Science provides knowledge and skills students need for careers in health care.
Students explore the services, structure, and professions of the health care system and get
guidance on choosing a specific career path in health services, including career paths in emergency
medicine, nutrition, and alternative medicine.
Students focus on day-to-day skills and expectations for health professionals, which include
promoting wellness, maintaining a safe environment, creating medical records, and practicing good
communication, collaboration, and leadership. In addition, students will expand their understanding
of health and safety systems, how to address emergency situations, and deal with infection control
issues. Students will also explore topics in medical science, terminology, procedures, and
regulations - including an overview of physiology and medical measurements.
Using real-life scenarios and application-driven activities, students learn the responsibilities and
challenges of being health care professionals and deepen their knowledge of various career
options. In addition to building their understanding of technical concepts and skills, students
evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers and develop personal career plans to pursue
work in the health care industry and extend their knowledge of oral and written communication in
health science.
Business Applications
Business Applications prepares students to succeed in the workplace. Students begin by
establishing an awareness of the roles essential to an organization's success, and then work to
develop an understanding of professional communications and leadership skills. In doing so,
students gain proficiency with word processing, email, and presentation management software.
This course allows students to explore careers in business while learning skills applicable to any
professional setting. Through a series of hands-on activities, students will create, analyze, and
critique reports, letters, project plans, presentations, and other professional communications.
Regular engagement in active learning ensures students can continually refine the skills necessary
to prepare them for work. In addition, students will evaluate the qualifications required for specific
careers so they can identify opportunities that are of interest to them.
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Introduction to Business and Marketing
Introduction to Business and Marketing provides the foundational knowledge and skills students
need for careers in business and marketing. Students begin exploring roles and functions that
business and marketing play in a global society, develop an understanding of the market place, as
well as understanding product placement and promotion.
Using hands-on activities, students reinforce, apply and transfer academic knowledge and skills to a
variety of interesting and relevant real-world inspired scenarios. This course focuses on developing
knowledge and skills around marketing, pricing, and distribution, while also focusing on economics
and interpersonal skills. This course also addresses exploring career options in marketing as well as
securing and keeping a job.
Intermediate Business and Marketing
Intermediate Business and Marketing provides the intermediate knowledge and skills students need
for careers in business and marketing. Students analyze the impact of government, legal systems,
and organized labor on business; develop an understanding of business communications and
management; and explore legal, ethical, and financial issues in business and marketing.
Furthermore, students delve into basic economic concepts including personal finance, economic
systems, cost-profit relationships, and economic indicators and trends.
Using hands-on activities, students reinforce, apply, and transfer academic knowledge and skills to
a variety of interesting and relevant real-world inspired scenarios. This course focuses on
developing knowledge and skills around marketing and management, while also focusing on
economics and financial literacy. This course also allows students to explore career options in
business and marketing.
College and Career Preparation I
High school students have many questions about the college application process, what it takes to
be a successful college student, and how to begin thinking about their careers.
In College and Career Preparation I, students obtain a deeper understanding of what it means to be
ready for college. Students are informed about the importance of high school performance in
college admissions and how to prepare for college testing. They know the types of schools and
degrees they may choose to pursue after high school and gain wide exposure to the financial
resources available that make college attainable.
Career readiness is also a focus. Students connect the link between interests, college majors, and
future careers by analyzing career clusters. Students come away from this course understanding
how smart preparation and skill development in high school can lead into expansive career
opportunities after they have completed their education and are ready for the working world.
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College and Career Preparation II
High school students have many questions about the college application process, what it takes to
be a successful college student, and how to begin thinking about their careers.
College and Career Preparation II builds on the lessons and skills in College and Career
Preparation I. The course provides a step-by-step guide to choosing a college. It walks students
through the process of filling out an application, including opportunities to practice, and takes an indepth look at the various college-admission tests and assessments, as well financial aid options.
College and Career Preparation II also instructs students in interviewing techniques and provides
career guidance. Students explore valuable opportunities such as job shadowing and internships
when preparing for a career.
Students who complete this course obtain a deeper understanding of college and career readiness
through informative, interactive critical thinking and analysis activities while sharpening their time
management, organization, and learning skills that they learned in College and Career Preparation
I.

